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Recently we had a situation where individuals tried
to break into my 85 year old father-in-law’s house at
night. Initially they disabled the outdoor lighting,
piled some outdoor furniture outside his back door
and set it alight, all in an attempt to get him to
unlock the door and go out and investigate.
Fortunately, my father-in-law had the presence of
mind to call my wife and I, as we live close by, and
leave the doors locked. On arrival his house was full
of smoke and the smoke alarm was blaring with a
fire burning on his back porch. We put out the fire
and made sure he was safe and reported the
incident to the police. The police and fire brigade
attended to make sure everything was safe and our
father in law was OK. This story had a good ending
with the main outcome being no one was harmed,
but it left us concerned for his safety.
On exploring safety options, I installed a “Ring
Doorbell” this product allows us to see, hear and
speak to visitors at our father-in-law’s house from
anywhere. We now get real-time notifications on
our phone, can customise motion settings and
conveniently stay connected to his home, no matter
where we are.
The footage recorded by the camera doorbell is also
uploaded to a “Cloud Service” via wi-fi through your
internet connection and the footage can be shared
to police and or other persons. There is an ongoing
cost to save your notifications of $40 per year.
About three weeks after installing the “Ring
Doorbell” my father-in-law had five youths visit his
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property at 4.38am, little did they know they were
being recorded until I was able to speak to them
through the doorbell telling them to “leave now as
police have been called”.
There are other products on the market which do
the same thing you can explore them online,
however I found the process of setting up the Ring
Doorbell to be very easy. These devices do need an
internet connection and may also need to be
removed for charging, some have removable
batteries. SRCWA is in no way associated with Ring
products.

The fire set at the back door and the Ring Doorbell

Footage from the Ring Doorbell faces blurred for publication

Check Out SRCWA Tech Bytes at http://www.srcwa.asn.au/programs/tech-savvy-seniors/

You expect that when you pull your phone out of your pocket, you’ll unlock it and immediately be able to
place a call, send a text or use the internet. And so long as you’re in a suitable coverage area, that’s how it
works, right? As it turns out, there’s a lot that happens behind the scenes to make that possible, especially in
regional and rural areas. Here’s how your coverage works, and some tips on how to improve it, please click on
the link below or type and enter into your web browser to find out more.
https://exchange.telstra.com.au/your-regional-mobile-coverage-questions-answered/
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Have a Go News is Western Australia’s longest running lifestyle newspaper
targeting the mature demographic.
Established in 1991, Have a Go News is the only wholly family owned
Western Australian newspaper for the mature market and is the longest
running paper available for the over 55s.
Digital editions of the newspaper are available online via the Have a Go News
website see below, apart from quality content and interesting articles you
can enter competitions, just follow the instructions under the “Win” tab.
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Technology can help us to LiveLighter
and there are plenty of tools and
resources on the LiveLighter website
to check out.

https://livelighter.com.au
/Tools-and-Resources

